The JapanSociety Entomol. Zool.VoL59 No.2 p,47-53 2008) 
INTRODUCTION
Carnus hemopteras Nitzsch is a small fly (about 1.5 mm long) and an ectoparasite of nestling birds of various species in the western part of the Palaearctic Region, Japan, and North America (Grirnaldi, 1997; Papp, 1998; Iwasa et aL, 2000) . Adults are considered to be blood feeders, and they are often found in the axillae of the nestling's wings.
Information from
Europe and North America on distribution, avian hosts and biology of C.
hemopte7us has been given by Hennig (1937) , Bequaert (1942) , Lloyd and Philip (1966) , Capelle and Whitworth (1973) , Guiguen et aL (1983) , Walter and Hudde (1987) , Kirkpatrick and Colvin (l989) , and Grimaldi (1997) .
The JapanSociety ofMedicalEntomology andZoology 48 In Japan, C. hemoptents was first found from the external auditory meatus of a human who was sleeping under a tree in Hokkaido (Iwasa et al., 2000) . However, there has been no record of avian hosts of C. hemqpterus in Japan. During the course of various researches on birds from 2003 to 2007 in Japan, we collected many C. hemopterus adults from three avian hosts, and we found a case of human dermatitis caused by the adult fly.
In the present paper, we report these new data on distribution, avian hosts, infesta- 
DISCUSSION
The distribution of C, hemmpterus in the Palaearctic Region is restricted to Europe, Egypt, western part of Russia, and Japan (Hennig, 1937; Sabrosky, 1987; Grimaldi, 1997; Papp, 1998; Iwasa et al. 2000 (Bequaert, 1942; Watter and Hudde, 1987 (Capelle and Whitworth, 1973; Cannings, 1986) . Nordberg (1936) However, the brooding adults (Bequaert, 1942; Kirkpatrick and Colvin, 1989) , and fiies probably do not disperse with their avian hosts (Grimaldi, 1997 Kirkpatrick and Kolvin (1989) found some protozoan infections from the blood of owls during the much higher prevalence of C hemopterzts infestations, but no evidence exists for a vector of avian blood pathogens in C hemopterus.
